[The diagnosis and treatment of facial nerve schwannoma].
To discuss the diagnosis and treatment of facial nerve (FN) schwannomas. Two cases of FN schwannoma between 2002 and 2004 in Shanghai Sixth People's Hospital were reviewed. Both cases were diagnosed during operation. Because of its rarity and various presentations, facial nerve schwannoma is difficult to diagnose. In addition of the common presenting symptoms and physical examination, radiographic studies can delineate the erosion area and the relationship with surrounding tissues. These studies are essential for preoperative planning. The main factors that influence on the recovery of facial nerve function after operation are the preoperative presence of facial nerve deficit and its duration. If the facial nerve deficit lasts over one year, the recovery of facial nerve function will be worse. However, the location and the preoperative grading of facial nerve function has nothing with the recovery.